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To everyone who considers Erin Village Alliance Church their home church:
The Board of Elders is extending an offer of Pre-Authorized Giving also are known or Pre-Authorized Debits (PAD) or Pre-Authorized Payments (PAP).
Some of the advantages of this method of giving to the work and causes of your church are as follows:

· No offering envelope is needed

· No more cheques or cash to bring to church

· More consistent giving during the year particularly when you are away
· Flexible donation timing to meet your specific financial situation

· Easy to change the amount or designation or donation frequency, or to cancel
· More consistent cash flow for the church

Commonly asked questions:

1. Does this cost me anything?  No.
2. Does the church’s bank charge fees for this service?  Yes, the bank charges the church a one-time $50 set-up fee.  We were able to negotiate a reduction of $300 from the initial set-up. In order to migrate to strict security protocols, we will pay $100 every 4 years for two internet token rings, plus $0.85 per debit.  
3. Are the extra banking costs for PADs worth it?  Many churches already offer this service and statistics have proven that donations increase and make the expense for this service worthwhile.
4. Do I get charged extra for using the PAD service?  Generally no; in fact, it may save you money as you will not be using as many cheques.  You should check with the service fees at your bank.
5. What if there are insufficient funds in my account when my payment is processed?  This can be avoided if you know ahead of time this may occur.  The Treasurer requires 11 banking business days advance notice to cancel your regular donation.   If it does happen there is a $6.00 charge to the church.  Your bank may also charge you a fee.
6. Do I need to be a Royal Bank customer to participate?  No, the PAD service can be administered at any financial institution with a chequing account.
7. Will the need for passing the offering plate every Sunday cease?  No. Not everyone will use PADs.  Some of you will still prefer to continue contributing using an offering envelope.  We want to continue the ability of you to contribute anonymously.  Provision should be made for special offerings and for visitors who would like to make a donation.
8. I like placing my donation in the offering plate every Sunday.  What alternative is there available?  We recommend you write on an offering envelope “I donated today by PAD” or words similar to that and place it on the offering plate.
9. How do I indicate to what funds I want my donation allocated?  You do it on the attached form.  If you want to change the allocation you need to submit a new form.
10. What if I want to make an extra donation or a donation for a special event?  Please use cash or a cheque and place it in an offering envelope on the collection plate.
11. When would it start?  We began the first Sunday in July, 2011.
If interested please complete the attached form.  If your require clarification or additional information please contact David Brace, Church Treasurer at dmpml.brace@sympatico.ca.
